ORDINANCE NO. 27

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF HOCHATOWN,
MCCURTAIN COUNTY, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING THE
TOWN OF HOCHATOWN CODE OF ORDINANCES, TITLE
9, CHAPTER 5, FIRE CODE, BY ADDING SECTION 9-5-5
REQUIRING KNOX BOX EMERGENCY ACCESS
SYSTEMS FOR COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS; PROVIDING
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW
AND EXISTING COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES;
PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT,
EXEMPTIONS, PENALTIES, SEVERABILITY, REPEALER,
AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF HOCHATOWN,
MCCURTAIN COUNTY, STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. That the Town of Hochatown Code of Ordinances, Title 9, Chapter 5, Fire Code, is
hereby amended by adding Section 9-5-5 to read as follows:

9-5-5: KNOX BOX EMERGENCY ACCESS SYSTEM REQUIRED

A. Purpose.

The purpose of this section is to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the public by providing
rapid emergency access to commercial buildings for fire, law enforcement, and emergency medical
personnel while minimizing property damage caused by forced entry during emergencies.

B. Definitions.
For purposes of this section:

1. “Commercial Building” means any structure used for business, retail, lodging, office,
industrial, assembly, mixed-use, or multi-family residential purposes, excluding single-
family residential dwellings.

2. “Knox Box” means a secure rapid-entry key lock box or emergency access system
approved by the Town, Fire Department, or Building Official for emergency responder
access.

3. “Building Official” means the Town Building Official, Fire Chief, Code Enforcement
Officer, or designee responsible for administration of this section.



C. Knox Box Required for New Commercial Construction.

1.

All new commercial buildings for which a building permit is issued after the effective
date of this ordinance shall install an approved Knox Box prior to:

a. issuance of a certificate of occupancy; or

b. final inspection approval.

The Knox Box shall:

a. be installed at a location approved by the Building Official or Fire Department; and
b. contain keys, access cards, gate controls, elevator controls, or other access devices
necessary for emergency entry.

D. Existing Commercial Buildings.

L.

2.

All existing commercial buildings within the Town shall comply with the requirements of
this section within twenty-four (24) months of the effective date of this ordinance.

The Building Official may grant a temporary extension of compliance for good cause
shown, including hardship, supply delays, or other reasonable circumstances.

E. Lodging Facilities and Gated Properties.

Hotels, motels, cabins, resorts, lodging facilities, gated developments, or properties with controlled
access gates shall provide any additional keys, gate controls, or electronic access devices
reasonably required by the Fire Department for emergency access.

F. Administration and Enforcement.

1.

2.

The Building Official is authorized to administer and enforce the provisions of this
section.

Compliance with this section may be verified during:

a. permitting;

b. inspections;

c. fire inspections;

d. business licensing; or

e. code enforcement proceedings.

Failure to comply with this section may result in:

a. denial or delay of final inspection approval or certificate of occupancy;
b. issuance of a notice of violation;

¢. municipal citation; or

d. any other remedy authorized by the Town Code.

G. Exemptions.

The following structures may be exempt from the requirements of this section unless otherwise
determined necessary by the Building Official due to occupancy, hazard level, or operational
considerations:



Agricultural accessory structures;

Utility buildings with no regular occupancy;

Temporary construction facilities; and

Structures specifically exempted in writing by the Building Official.
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H. Violations and Penalty.

Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of an offense and, upon
conviction, shall be punished as provided in Section 1-4-1 of the Town Code. Each day a violation
continues shall constitute a separate offense.

SECTION 2. That the remaining portions of Title 2 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of
Hochatown, Oklahoma shall be unchanged by this Ordinance.

SECTION 3. The provisions of this ordinance are severable and if any section, subsection,
subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase or any part thereof is for any reason determined
to be unconstitutional or adjudged invalid or ineffective by any Court of competent jurisdiction,
such determination or adjudication shall not affect or impair the validity or effectiveness of the
remaining parts, provisions or portions hereof.

SECTION 4. Repealer. All ordinances or parts thereof which are inconsistent with this ordinance
are repealed upon effective date of this ordinance.

SECTION S. It being immediately necessary for the preservation of the public health, peace, and
safety of the citizens of the Town of Hochatown, Oklahoma, that an emergency be declared to

exist, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect immediately from and after its passage,
approval, and publication.

SECTION 6. Pursuant to 11 O.S. §14-108, the Town Clerk is authorized to include this ordinance
in the official Code of Ordinances for the Town of Hochatown, it being the intent to authorize
recodification with the inclusion of this ordinance upon approval.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Town Trustees of the Town of Hochatown, Oklahoma this the
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Liz George, Town Attorney




